
History Curriculum 
 

 

 

LO Phase 1  
(Year 1 and 2) 

Phase 2  
(Year 3 and 4) 

Phase 3  
(Year 5 and 6) 
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1. Observe or handle evidence to ask 

questions and find answers to 

questions about the past. 

2. Ask questions such as: What was it 

like for people? What happened? How 

long ago? 

3. Use artefacts, pictures, stories, 
online sources and databases to find 

out about the past. 

4. Identify some of the different ways 

the past has been represented. 

1. Use evidence to ask questions and find answers to 

questions about the past. 

2. Suggest suitable sources of evidence for historical 

enquiries. 

3. Use more than one source of evidence for historical 

enquiry in order to gain a more accurate understanding 

of history. 

4. Describe different accounts of a historical event, 

explaining some of the reasons why the accounts may 

differ. 

5. Suggest causes and consequences of some of the main 

events and changes in history. 

1. Use sources of evidence to deduce information about the 

past. 

2. Select suitable sources of evidence, giving reasons for 

choices. 

3. Use sources of information to form testable hypotheses 

about the past. 

4. Seek out and analyse a wide range of evidence in order 

to justify claims about the past. 

5. Show an awareness of the concept of propaganda and 

how historians must understand the social context of 

evidence studied. 

6. Understand that no single source of evidence gives the 

full answer to questions about the past. 

7. Refine lines of enquiry as appropriate. 
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5. Describe historical events. 

6. Describe significant people from the 
past. 

7. Recognise that there are reasons why 

people in the past acted as they did. 

6. Describe changes that have happened in 

the locality of the school throughout history. 

7. Give a broad overview of life in Britain from ancient 

until medieval times. 

8. Compare some of the times studied with those of 
other areas of interest around the world. 

9. Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or religious 

diversity of past society. 

10. Describe the characteristic features of the past, 

including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of 
men, women and children. 

8. Identify continuity and change in the history of the 

locality of the school. 

9. Give a broad overview of life in Britain from medieval 

until the Tudor and Stuarts times. 

10. Compare some of the times studied with those of the 

other areas of interest around the world. 

11. Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or religious 

diversity of past society. 

12. Describe the characteristic features of the past, 

including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of 

men, women and children. 
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8. Place events and artefacts in order on 

a time line. 

9. Label time lines with words or 
phrases such as: past, present, 

older and newer. 

10. Recount changes that have occurred 

in their own lives. 

11. Use dates where appropriate. 

11. Place events, artefacts and historical figures on a time 

line using dates. 

12. Understand the concept of change over time, 

representing this, along with evidence, on a time line. 
13. Use dates and terms to describe events. 

13. Describe the main changes in a period of history 

(using terms such as: social, religious, political, 

technological and cultural). 

14. Identify periods of rapid change in history and contrast 

them with times of relatively little change. 

15. Understand the concepts of continuity and change 
over time, representing them, along with evidence, 

on a time line. 

16. Use dates and terms accurately in describing events. 
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12. Use words and phrases such as: a 

long time ago, recently, when my 

parents/carers were children, years, 

decades and centuries to describe the 

passing of time. 
13. Show an understanding of the concept 

of nation and a nation’s history. 

14. Show an understanding of concepts  
such as civilisation, monarchy, 
parliament, democracy, and war and 
peace. 

14. Use appropriate historical vocabulary 

15. to communicate, including: 
 dates 
 time period 
 era 
 change 
 chronology. 

16. Use literacy, numeracy and computing skills to a good 

standard in order to communicate information about 

the past. 

17. Use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, 

including: 
a. dates 
b. time period 
c. era 

d. chronology 

e. continuity 
f. change 
g. century 

h. decade 

i. legacy. 

18. Use literacy, numeracy and computing skills to a 

exceptional standard in order to communicate 

information about the past. 

19. Use original ways to present information and ideas. 
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Historical coverage: 
Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 

 changes within living 
memory. Where appropriate, 
these should be used to reveal 
aspects of change in national life 

 

 events beyond living memory 
that are  significant 
nationally or globally 

Examples (non-statutory) 

This could include: 

the Great Fire of London, the 

first aeroplane flight, events 
commemorated through 
festivals or anniversaries 

 
 the lives of significant 

individuals in the past who 
have contributed to national 
and international 
achievements. Some should be 
used to compare aspects of life 
in different periods 

Examples (non-statutory) 

This could include: 

Elizabeth I and Queen 
Victoria, Christopher 
Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong, William Caxton 
and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter 
Bruegel the Elder and LS 
Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily 
Davison, Mary Seacole and/or 
Florence Nightingale and 
Edith Cavell 

 
 significant historical events, 

people and places in their 
own locality. 

  changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

Examples (non-statutory)
This could include: 

 late Neolithic hunter-gatherers and early farmers, for example, 

Skara Brae 
 Bronze Age religion, technology and travel, for example, Stonehenge 

 Iron Age hill forts: tribal kingdoms, farming, art, culture 
 
  the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

Examples (non-statutory)

This could include: 
 Julius Caesar’s attempted invasion in 55-54 BC 
 the Roman Empire by AD 42 and the power of its army 

 successful invasion by Claudius and conquest, including Hadrian’s 

Wall 
 British resistance, for example, Boudica 

 ‘Romanisation’ of Britain: sites such as Caerwent and the impact of 
technology, culture and beliefs, including early Christianity 

Follow this with a shorter unit on: 
  Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 

Examples (non-statutory)

This could include: 

 Roman withdrawal from Britain in c. AD 410 and the fall of the 

western Roman Empire 
 Scots invasions from Ireland to north Britain (now Scotland) 

 Anglo-Saxon invasions, settlements and kingdoms: place names 
and village life 

 Anglo-Saxon art and culture 
 Christian conversion – Canterbury, Iona and Lindisfarne 

 
 the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of 

where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one 
of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The 
Shang Dynasty of Ancient China

 
 a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends 

pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066

 a non-European society that provides contrasts with 
British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic 
civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan 
civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

 Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and 
their influence on the western world 

  a local history study 

Examples (non-statutory) 

 a depth study linked to one of the British areas of study 
listed above e.g. Victorian Britain, industrial 
revolution 

 a study over time tracing how several aspects of national 

history are reflected in the locality (this can go beyond 
1066) e.g. London at War * 

 a study of an aspect of history or a site dating from a 

period beyond 1066 that is significant in the locality. 

 
 the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of 

England to the time of Edward the Confessor 

Examples (non-statutory) 

This could include: 

 Viking raids and invasion 
 resistance by Alfred the Great and Athelstan, first king of 

England 
 further Viking invasions and Danegeld 
 Anglo-Saxon laws and justice 

 Edward the Confessor and his death in 1066 

 
 

Note: Local history study - As World War I and II are not 
in the National Curriculum, if these are to be covered, 
then it must be through the context of a local study 
rather than general learning about the War in Britain and 
Europe. Local study can refer to both London, and 
Stockwell/Clapham specifically. 

 Examples (non-statutory) 

 the changing power of monarchs using case studies such as John, 
Anne and Victoria 

 changes in an aspect of social history, such as crime and 

punishment from the Anglo-Saxons to the present or leisure and 
entertainment in the 20th Century, 

 the legacy of Greek or Roman culture (art, architecture or 
literature) on later periods in British history, including the present 
day 

 a significant turning point in British history, for example, the first 
railways or the Battle of Britain 
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Geography Curriculum 
 

 

 

LO Phase 1  
(Year 1 and 2) 

Phase 2  
(Year 3 and 4) 

Phase 1  
(Year 5 and 6) 
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1. Ask and answer geographical questions (such 

as: What is this place like? What or who will I 

see in this place? What do people do in this 

place?). 

2. Identify the key features of a location in order to 

say whether it is a city, town, village, coastal or 

rural area. 

3. Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify 

the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as 
the countries, continents and oceans studied. 

4. Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 

study the geography of the school and the key 

human and physical features of its surrounding 

environment. 

5. Use aerial images and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and basic physical 
features. 

6. Name, locate and identify characteristics of 

the four countries and capital cities of the 

United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 

7. Name and locate the world’s continents and 
oceans. 

1. Ask and answer geographical questions about 

the physical and human characteristics of a 

location. 

2. Explain own views about locations, giving 

reasons. 

3. Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe 

features. 

4. Use fieldwork to observe and record the human 
and physical features in the local area using a 
range of methods including sketch maps, plans 
and graphs and digital technologies. 

5. Use a range of resources to identify the key 

physical and human features of a location. 

6. Name and locate counties and cities of the United 

Kingdom, geographical regions and their 

identifying human and physical characteristics, 

including hills, mountains, cities, rivers, key 

topographical features and land- use patterns; and 

understand how some of these aspects have 

changed over time. 

7. Name and locate the countries of Europe and 

identify their main physical and human 

characteristics. 

 

1. Collect and analyse statistics and other information 

in order to draw clear conclusions about locations. 

2. Identify and describe how the physical features affect 

the human activity within a location. and vice versa. 

3. Use a range of geographical resources to give 

detailed descriptions and opinions of the 

characteristic features of a location. 

4. Use different types of fieldwork sampling (random 
and systematic) to observe, measure and record the 

human and physical features in the local area. 

Record the results in a range of ways. 

5. Analyse and give views on the effectiveness of 

different geographical representations of a location 

(such as aerial images compared with maps and 

topological maps - as in London’s Tube map). 

6. Name and locate some of the countries and cities of 

the world and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, including hills, mountains, rivers, key 

topographical features and land-use patterns; and 

understand 

how some of these aspects have changed over time. 

7. Name and locate the countries of North and South 
America and identify their main physical and human 
characteristics. 
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8. Understand geographical similarities and 

differences through studying the human and 

physical geography of a small area of the United 

Kingdom and of a contrasting non- 
9. European country. E.g. in Africa. 

10. Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in 

the United Kingdom and the location of hot and 

cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator 
and the North and South Poles. 

11. Identify land use around the school. 

8. Name and locate the Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of 

Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle 

and date time zones. Describe some of the 

characteristics of these geographical areas. 

9. Describe geographical similarities and 
differences between countries. 

10. Describe how the locality of the school has 
changed over time. 

 

8. Identify and describe the geographical 

significance of latitude, 

longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 

Arctic 

and Antarctic Circle, and time zones (including 
day and night). 

9. Understand some of the reasons for 
geographical similarities and differences 
between countries. 

10. Describe how locations around the world are 
changing and explain some of the reasons for 
change. e.g. human impact. 

11. Describe geographical diversity across the world. 

12. Describe how countries and geographical regions 

are interconnected and interdependent. 
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Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 

12. key physical features, including: beach, 

coast, forest, hill, mountain, ocean, river, soil, 

valley, vegetation and weather. 

13. key human features, including: city, town, 

village, factory, farm, house, office and shop. 
14. Use compass directions (north, south, east and 

west) and locational language (e.g. near and 

far) to describe the location of features and 

routes on a map. 

15. Devise a simple map; and use and construct basic 

symbols in a key. Use simple grid references (A1, 

B1). 

Describe key aspects of: 

12. physical geography, including: rivers, mountains, 

volcanoes and earthquakes and the water cycle. 

13. human geography, including: settlements and 

land use. 

14. Use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid 

references, symbols and key to communicate 

knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world. 

Describe and understand key aspects of: 

13. physical geography, including: climate zones, 

biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 

volcanoes and earthquakes and the water cycle. 

14. human geography, including: settlements, land 
use, economic activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources including energy, 
food, minerals, and water supplies. 

15. Use the eight points of a compass, four- figure grid 
references, symbols and a key (that uses standard 

Ordnance Survey symbols) to communicate 

knowledge of the United Kingdom and the world. 

16. Create maps of locations identifying patterns 

(such as: land use, climate zones, population 

densities, height of land). 

 
 

Opportunities: 
 

 

Key Stage 1  Key Stage 2  
 Investigate the world’s continents and oceans. 

 Investigate the countries and capitals 

of the United Kingdom. 

 Compare and contrast a small area of the 
United Kingdom with that of a non-European 
country. E.g. An African country. 

 Explore weather and climate in the United 
Kingdom and around the world. 

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to 
and describe key physical and human features 
of locations. 

 Use world maps, atlases and globes. 
 Use simple compass directions. 

 Use aerial photographs. 
 Use fieldwork and observational skills. 

 Locate the world’s countries, with a focus on Europe and countries of particular interest to pupils. 
 Locate the world’s countries, with focus on North and South America and countries of particular 

interest to pupils. 

 Identify key geographical features of the countries of the United Kingdom, and show an 
understanding of how some of these aspects have changed over time. 

 Locate the geographic zones of the world. 
 Understand the significance of the geographic zones of the world. 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region or area of the United Kingdom (different from that taught at Key Stage 
1). 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region or area in a European country. 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of the human and 
physical geography of a region or area within North or South America. 

 Describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes and the water cycle, human 
geography, including: settlements, land use, economic activity including trade links and the 
distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water supplies. 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied. 

 Use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid references, symbols and keys (including 

the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build knowledge of the United Kingdom and the 
world. 

 Use a wide range of geographical sources in order to investigate places and patterns. 
 Use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the local area 

using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs and digital technologies. 



 
 

RE Curriculum:  
 
 

LO Phase 1  
(Year 1 and 2) 

Phase 2  
(Year 3 and 4)  

Phase 3  
(Year 4 and 5)  

To understand beliefs and 
teachings 

1. Describe some of the teachings of 
a religion. 

2. Describe some of the main festivals 

or celebrations of a religion. 

1. Present the key teachings 
and beliefs of a religion. 

2. Refer to religious figures and holy 

books to explain answers. 

1. Explain how some teachings and 

beliefs are shared between 

religions. 
2. Explain how religious beliefs shape 

the lives of individuals and 
communities. 

To understand practices and 
lifestyles 

3. Recognise, name and describe 

some religious artefacts, places and 

practices. 

3. Identify religious artefacts and 

explain how and why they are 

used. Describe religious buildings 

and explain how they are used. 

4. Explain some of the religious 

practices of both clerics and 

individuals. 

3. Explain the practices and lifestyles 

involved in belonging to a faith 

community. 

4. Compare and contrast the lifestyles 

of different faith groups and give 

reasons why some within the same 

faith may adopt different lifestyles. 
Show an understanding of the role 

of a spiritual leader. 

To understand how beliefs are 

conveyed 

4. Name some religious symbols. 

Explain the meaning of some 

religious symbols. 

5. Identify religious symbolism in 

literature and the arts. 

5. Explain some of the different ways 

that individuals show their beliefs. 

To reflect 5. Identify the things that are 

important in their own lives and 

compare these to religious 

beliefs. Relate emotions to some 

of the experiences of religious 

figures studied. 

6. Ask questions about puzzling 
aspects of life. 

6. Show an understanding that 

personal experiences and 

feelings influence attitudes and 

actions. 

7. Give some reasons why religious 

figures may have acted as they did. 

Ask questions that have no 
universally agreed answers. 

6. Recognise and express feelings 

about their own identities. Relate 

these to religious beliefs 
7. or teachings. 

8. Explain their own ideas about 

the answers to ultimate 

questions. 
9. Explain why their own answers to 

ultimate questions may differ from 
those of others. 

To understand values 7. Identify how they have to 
make their own choices in life. 

8. Explain how actions affect others. 

9. Show an understanding of the term 

‘morals’. 

8.    Explain how beliefs about right 
and wrong affect people’s 
behaviour. 

9.    Describe how some of the values 

held by communities or 

individuals affect behaviour and 

actions. 

10. Discuss and give opinions on stories 

involving moral dilemmas. 

10. Explain why different 
religious communities or 
individuals may have a 
different view of what is right 
and wrong. 

11. Show an awareness of morals 

and right and wrong beyond 

rules (i.e. wanting to act in a 

certain way despite rules). 
12. Express their own values and 

remain respectful of those with 

different values. 

 
 

 Opportunities:  
 

Key Stage 1  Key Stage 2  

 Study the religions of Christianity and Islam through RE week. 

 Study other religions of interest to pupils incidentally. 

 Attend regular festival assemblies covering a range of world religions. 

 Study the religions of Judaism, Hinduism, Sikhism and Buddhism. 

 Study other major religions not studied in depth in order to gain a brief outline. 

 Attend regular festival assemblies covering a range of world religions. 
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MFL Curriculum:            At Lark Hall our MFL is Spanish and we use Language Angels to support our teaching of this.  

 
LO Phase 1  

(Year 1 and 2)  
Phase 2  
(Year 3 and 4) 

Phase 3  
(Year 5 and 6)  

To read 
fluently 

1. Read out loud everyday words and 

phrases. 

1. Read out loud and understand the main 
points in short written texts. 

2. Use a translation dictionary or glossary to look 

up new words. 

1. Read and understand the main points and 
some of the detail in short written texts. 

2. Use the context of a sentence or a translation 

dictionary to work out the meaning of unfamiliar 

words. 

3. Show confidence in reading aloud, and in using 

reference materials. 

To write 
imaginatively 

2. Copy everyday words correctly. (Year 

2) 
3. Write a few short sentences using 

familiar expressions. 

4. Write short phrases from memory with spelling 

that is readily understandable. 

4. Write short texts on familiar topics. 

5. Use dictionaries or glossaries to check 
words. 

6. Refer to recent experiences or future plans, as 

well as to everyday activities. 

7. Convey meaning (although there may be 
some mistakes, the meaning can be 

understood with little or no difficulty) 

8. Use dictionaries or glossaries to check words. 

To speak 
confidently 

3. Understand a range of everyday 
spoken phrases. 

4. Answer simple questions about 
everyday events. 

5. Pronounce words showing a 

knowledge of sound 
patterns. 

6. Join in with songs/ poems/ rhymes 

in the target language. 

7. Have an appreciation for stories in the 

target language. 

5. Understand the main points from 
spoken passages. 

6. Ask others to repeat words or phrases if 

necessary. 

7. Ask and answer simple questions and talk 
about interests. 

8. Demonstrate a growing vocabulary. 

9. Understand the main points and opinions in 
spoken passages. 

10. Give a short prepared talk that describes 

people, places and actions. 

11. Take part in conversations to seek and give 
information. 

12. Refer to recent experiences or future 

plans, everyday activities. 

13. Be understood with little or no difficulty. 

To 
understand 
the culture 

of the 
countries in 
which the 

language is 
spoken 

8. Identify countries and communities 

where the language is spoken. 
9. Demonstrate some knowledge 

10. and understanding of the customs 

and features of the countries or 

communities where the language is 

spoken. 

11. Show awareness of the social 
conventions when speaking 
to someone. 

9. Describe with some interesting details some 

aspects of countries or communities where 
the language is spoken. 

10. Make comparisons between life in countries 

or communities where the language is 

spoken and this country. 

14. Give detailed accounts of the customs, history 

and culture of the countries and communities 
where the language is spoken. 

15. Describe, with interesting detail, some 

similarities and differences between countries 

and communities where the language is 

spoken and this country. 

 
Opportunities: 

 

Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 
• Languages is optional at Key Stage 1. • In the chosen modern language: 

• Speak 

• Read 

• Write 

• Look at the culture of the countries where the language is spoken. 
• If an ancient language is chosen, read, translate and explore the culture of the time. 
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All terms, events and people are found in the Lark Hall History (HGSU) Curriculum. 
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Glossary of Historical Terms, Events and People 
 

1066 Norman conquest of England. Battle of Hastings. 

artefact An object made by a human being, typically one of cultural or historical interest.  

AD A.D. stands for Anno Domini, which is Latin for "year of our Lord," and it means the number of years since the 

time of Jesus Christ. 

Alfred the Great The most famous Anglo-Saxon king and the only king in British history to be called 'Great'. Alfred was born in 

AD849 and died in AD899. His father was king of Wessex, but Alfred became king of all England. He fought the 

Vikings, and then made peace so that English and Vikings settled down to live together. He encouraged people  

to learn and he tried to govern well and fairly. 

Anglo-Saxons The Anglo-Saxons were a people who inhabited Great Britain from the 5th century. They included people 

from Germanic tribes who migrated to the southern half of the island from continental Europe, and their 

descendants; as well as indigenous people who adopted the Anglo-Saxon culture and language. The Anglo- 

Saxon period denotes the period of British history after their initial settlement, until the Norman conquest, 

between about 450 and 1066.[ 

Athelstan Athelstan was the first king of all England, and Alfred the Great's grandson. He reigned between 925 and 939 

AD. A distinguished and courageous soldier, he pushed the boundaries of the kingdom to the furthest extent 
they had yet reached. 

ancient Belonging to the very distant past and no longer in existence. 

Ancient Egypt Ancient Egypt was an ancient civilization of Northeastern Africa, concentrated along the lower reaches of the 

Nile River in what is now the modern country of Egypt. It is one of six civilizations globally to arise 

independently. Egyptian civilization coalesced around 3150 BC (according to conventional Egyptian 

chronology) with the political unification of Upper and Lower Egypt under the first pharaoh.  

Ancient Greece Ancient Greece was a Greek civilization belonging to a period of Greek history that lasted from the Archaic 

period of the 8th to 6th centuries BC to the end of antiquity (ca. 600 AD). Immediately following this period  

was the beginning of the Early Middle Ages and the Byzantine era.[ 

Bronze Age The Bronze Age is a time period characterized by the use of bronze, proto-writing, and other early features of 

urban civilization. 3200–600 BC 

BC B.C. stands for Before Christ and it means the number of years before the time of Jesus Christ.  

Benin Benin Empire / Edo Empire (AD 1400 – 1900). The kingdom was originally founded around AD 900 as a small 

city state, but it only developed in the twelfth or thirteenth centuries and was unified with the surrounding  

tribes in about 1300. Ancient Benin was located in what is now southern Nigeria.  

Battle of Britain The Battle of Britain (German: Luftschlacht um England, literally "Air battle for England") is the name given to 

the Second World War air campaign waged by the German Air Force (Luftwaffe) against the United Kingdom 

during the summer and autumn of 1940. The name is derived from a famous speech delivered by Prime 

Minister Winston Churchill in the House of Commons: "... the Battle of France is over. I expect that the Battle  

of Britain is about to begin.” 

Boudica Boudicca was queen of the Iceni people of Eastern England and legendary leader who inspired her people to 

rebel against the Romans in 60AD when they did not honour her husband's will.  

chronology The arrangement of events or dates in the order of their occurrence or arrangement of events in  time order. 

Christopher 
Columbus 

Christopher Columbus was an explorer. In 1492, during the Renaissance period he sailed from Europe to 

America. He and his sailors crossed the Atlantic Ocean, not knowing where they would land. It was a voyage 

into the unknown. After Columbus, other Europeans began to explore and settle in America. 

civilisation 1. The society, culture, and way of life of a particular area. 2. The process by which a society or place reaches  

an advanced stage of social development and organization. 

Claudius Claudius I was the emperor who added Britain to the Roman Empire. 

characteristic A feature or quality belonging typically to a person, place, or thing and serving to identify them.  

Caerwent Caerwent is a town in Wales and was originally founded by the Romans as the market town of Venta Silurum, 

an important settlement of the Brythonic Silures tribe. This was the first town in Wales. The modern village is  

built around the Roman ruins, which are some of the best-preserved in Europe. 

century A period of one hundred years. 

continuity The unbroken and consistent existence or operation of something over time.  

Christian 
conversion 

This phrase refers to the conversion of England to Christianity during the period of around 500 AD to 900 AD. 

See notes on Iona and Lindisfarne. 

In 597 AD , Pope Gregory sent a delegation led by a Benedictine monk, St Augustine, to Britain, to spread 

Christianity in what was essentially a pagan land. Christianity rose from a minor cult to demonstrate the 

potential to be a major national religion. It was Alfred, the Christian King of Wessex, who turned things  

around. Alfred saw the Viking attacks as punishment from God. Once Alfred had secured a victory over the 

Viking warrior Guthrum at the Battle of Eddington, he set about creating a new system of Christian learning 

that would reach the illiterate country people. It was Alfred's hope that this would enable Christianity to  begin 

to capture the imagination of the ordinary people. 
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Danegeld The Danegeld ("Danish tax", literally "Dane tribute") was a tax raised to pay tribute to the Viking raiders to 
save a land from being ravaged. 

decade A period of ten years. 

democracy A system of government typically through elected representatives. 

diversity The state or quality of being different or varied 

era A long and distinct period of history. 

Elizabeth I Elizabeth I was queen of England and Ireland and her 45 year reign (1558AD-1603AD) was considered a 

‘golden period’ of English history. She was nicknamed 'Gloriana' and the 'Virgin Queen' and overcame many  

challenges at home as well as threats from abroad. 

Emily Davison Emily Wilding Davison (11 October 1872 – 8 June 1913) was a militant activist who fought for women's 

suffrage in Britain. She was jailed on nine occasions and force-fed 49 times.[1] She is best known for stepping in 

front of King George V's horse Anmer at the Epsom Derby on 4 June 1913, sustaining injuries that resulted in 

her death four days later. 

evidence Something which shows that something else exists or is true. 

ethnicity The fact or state of belonging to a social group that has a common national or cultural tradition. 

Edward the 
Confessor 

Edward the Confessor[1] (between 1003 and 1005 – 4 or 5 January 1066), son of Æthelred the Unready and 

Emma of Normandy, was one of the last Anglo-Saxon kings of England and is usually regarded as the last king of 

the House of Wessex, ruling from 1042 to 1066.Edward has traditionally been seen as unworldly and pious, 

and his reign as notable for the disintegration of royal power in England and the advance in power of the  
Godwin family. 

Edith Cavell Edith Louisa Cavell (4 December 1865 – 12 October 1915) was a British nurse. She is celebrated for saving the 

lives of soldiers from both sides without distinction and in helping some 200 Allied soldiers escape from 

German-occupied Belgium during World War I, for which she was arrested. She was subsequently found guilty 

of treason and sentenced to death. Despite international pressure for mercy, she was shot by a German firing  

squad. Her execution received worldwide condemnation and extensive press coverage. 

Florence 
Nightingale 

Florence Nightingale, (12 May 1820 – 13 August 1910) was a celebrated English social reformer and 

statistician, and the founder of modern nursing. She came to prominence while serving as a nurse during the 

Crimean War, where she tended to wounded soldiers. She was known as "The Lady with the Lamp" after her  

habit of making rounds as a nurse at night. 

Great fire of 
London 

The Great Fire of London was a major conflagration that swept through the central parts of the English city of 

London, from Sunday, 2 September to Wednesday, 5 September 1666. The fire gutted the medieval City of 

London inside the old Roman city wall. It consumed 13,200 houses, 87 parish churches, St. Paul's Cathedral 

and most of the buildings of the City authorities. The Great Fire started at the bakery of Thomas Farriner on 

Pudding Lane, shortly after midnight on Sunday, 2 September, and spread rapidly west across the City of  
London. 

historian A historian is a person who studies and writes about the past and is regarded as an authority on it. 

Hadrian’s Wall Hadrian's Wall (Latin: Vallum Aelium) was a defensive fortification in Roman Britain, begun in AD 122 during 

the rule of emperor Hadrian. In addition to its military role, gates through the wall served as customs posts. 

hypothesis A Hypothesis (plural hypotheses) is a proposed explanation for a phenomenon. 

Industrial 
Revolution 

The Industrial Revolution was the transition to new manufacturing processes in the period from about 1760 

to sometime between 1820 and 1840. This transition included going from hand production methods to 

machines, new chemical manufacturing and iron production processes, improved efficiency of water power, 

the increasing use of steam power, and the development of machine tools. It also included the change from 
wood and other bio-fuels to coal. 

Iona The island of Iona, off the west coast of Scotland, is the symbolic centre of Scottish Christianity. In AD 563, an 

Irish monk named Columba and twelve followers set up a church and monastery on the Isle of Iona in the 

Inner Hebrides. Iona became a training centre for monks, who lived in small beehive-shaped stone huts, where 

they had solitude for prayer and could follow their vows of obedience and poverty. The island became a 

major pilgrimage centre, a ‘cradle of Christianity’, and a sacred place where Gaelic, Irish and Norwegian  
kings were buried. 

Iron Age The Iron Age of the British Isles covers the period from about 800 BC to the Roman invasion of 43 AD, and 

follows on from the Bronze Age. As the name implies, the Iron Age saw the gradual introduction of iron 

working technology, although the general adoption of iron artefacts did not become widespread until after 

500-400 BC. 

Indus Valley Indus Valley Civilization (IVC) was a Bronze Age civilization based around the Indus River, the longest river in 
Pakistan. (3300–1300 BCE; mature period 2600–1900 BCE) 

Inca Empire The Inca Empire or Inka Empire (Quechua: Tawantinsuyu) was the largest empire in pre-Columbian America. 

The administrative, political and military center of the empire was located in Cusco in modern-day Peru. The 

Inca civilization arose from the highlands of Peru sometime in the early 13th century, and the last Inca 

stronghold was conquered by the Spanish in 1572. 

Julius Caesar Gaius Julius Caesar (Latin: July 100 BC – 15 March 44 BC) was a Roman general, statesman, Consul, and 

notable author of Latin prose. He played a critical role in the events that led to the demise of the Roman 

Republic and the rise of the Roman Empire. 
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King John John (24 December 1166 – 19 October 1216) was King of England from 6 April 1199 until his death in 1216. 

The baronial revolt at the end of John's reign led to the sealing of the Magna Carta, a document sometimes 

considered to be an early step in the evolution of the constitution of the United Kingdom. 

legacy Something left or handed down by a predecessor. 

Lindisfarne Lindisfarne was one of the first landing sites of the Vikings. Monasteries, where monks lived and worshipped 

were set up there. People respected the monks and gave them money and gifts for their monasteries, and 

Lindisfarne is now known as Holy Island. But the Vikings committed terrible violence against the Monks at  

Lindisfarne. 

LS Lowry Laurence Stephen "L.S." Lowry (1 November 1887 – 23 February 1976) was an English artist born in Stretford, 

Lancashire. Lowry is famous for painting scenes of life in the industrial districts of North West England in the 

mid-20th century. He developed a distinctive style of painting and is best known for his urban landscapes 

peopled with human figures often referred to as "matchstick men". 

Mayan civilisation The Maya is a Mesoamerican civilization, noted for the only known fully developed written language of the 

pre-Columbian Americas, as well as for its art, architecture, and mathematical and astronomical systems. 
Initially established during the Pre-Classic period (c. 2000 BC to AD 250), 

Mary Seacole Mary Jane Seacole (1805 – 14 May 1881), née Grant, was a Jamaican-born woman of Scottish and Creole 

descent who set up a 'British Hotel' behind the lines during the Crimean War, which she described as "a mess- 

table and comfortable quarters for sick and convalescent officers," and provided succor for wounded 

servicemen on the battlefield. 

monarchy A form of government with a monarch at the head. 

modern Relating to the present or recent times as opposed to the remote past. 

medieval In European history, the Middle Ages, or Medieval period, lasted from the 5th to the 15th century. It began 

with the collapse of the Western Roman Empire and merged into the Renaissance and the Age of  Discovery. 

Neolithic The Neolithic Era or New Stone age, was a period in the development of human technology, beginning about 

10,200 BC and ending between 4,500 and 2,000 BC. The change from a hunter-gatherer to a farming way of 

life is what defines the start of the Neolithic or New Stone Age. 

Neil Armstrong Neil Alden Armstrong (Born: August 5, 1930, Died: August 25, 2012) was an American astronaut and the first 

person to walk on the Moon. He was also an aerospace engineer, naval aviator, test pilot, and university  

professor. 

nation A large body of people united by common descent, history, culture, or language, inhabiting a particular state 

or territory. 

Ottoman Empire The Ottoman Empire, also historically referred to as the Turkish Empire or Turkey, was an empire founded by 

Oghuz Turks in 1299.With the conquest of Constantinople by Mehmed II in 1453, the Ottoman state was 

transformed into an empire. During the 16th and 17th centuries, in particular at the height of its power under 

the reign of Suleiman the Magnificent, the Ottoman Empire was one of the most powerful states in the world, 

a multinational, multilingual empire controlling much of Southeast Europe, Western Asia, the Caucasus, North  
Africa, and the Horn of Africa. (1299-1923 AD) 

Pieter Bruegel the 
Elder 

Pieter Bruegel (Brueghel) the Elder (1525 – 1569) was a Flemish Renaissance painter and printmaker known 

for his landscapes and peasant scenes (so called genre painting). He is sometimes referred to as the "Peasant 

Bruegel." 

propaganda Information, especially of a biased or misleading nature, used to promote a political cause or point of view. 

parliament Parliament (In the UK) is the highest legislature, consisting of the Sovereign, the House of Lords, and the  
House of Commons. 

Queen Victoria Victoria (Alexandrina Victoria; 24 May 1819 – 22 January 1901) was the monarch of the United Kingdom of 

Great Britain and Ireland from 20 June 1837 until her death. Her reign lasted for more than 60 years. She was  

Queen of a vast empire, as well as of Britain. 

Queen Ann Anne (6 February 1665 – 1 August 1714) became Queen of England, Scotland and Ireland on 8 March 1702. On 

1 May 1707, under the Acts of Union, two of her realms, the kingdoms of England and Scotland, united as a 

single sovereign state, the Kingdom of Great Britain. She continued to reign as Queen of Great Britain and 

Ireland until her death. 

Roman Empire The Roman Empire was the post-Republican period of the ancient Roman civilization, characterized by an 

autocratic form of government and large territorial holdings around the Mediterranean Sea in Europe, Africa, 
and Asia. 

Rosa Parks Rosa Louise McCauley Parks (February 4, 1913 – October 24, 2005) was an African-American civil rights 

activist. She is famous for not giving up her seat on a bus for a white passenger during the period of black and 

white segregation in the 1950s. 

Skara Brae Skara Brae  is a stone-built Neolithic settlement, located on the Bay of Skaill on the west coast of Mainland, 

the largest island in the Orkney archipelago of Scotland. It consists of eight clustered houses, and was 

occupied from roughly 3180 BCE–2500 BCE. It is Europe's most complete Neolithic village. 

Stonehenge Stonehenge is a prehistoric monument in Wiltshire, England. 

Stone Age The Stone Age is a broad prehistoric period during which stone was widely used to make implements with a 

sharp edge, a point, or a percussion surface. The period lasted roughly 3.4 million years, and ended between 

6000 BCE and 2000 BCE with the advent of metalworking. 3300 – 700 BC. 
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Sumer Sumer (from Akkadian Šumeru; Sumerian ki-en-ĝir15, approximately "land of the civilized kings" or "native 

land"[note 1]) was an ancient civilization and historical region in southern Mesopotamia, modern-day southern 

Iraq, during the Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age. Although the earliest forms of writing in the region do not        

go back much further than c. 3500 BCE, modern historians have suggested that Sumer was first permanently 

settled between c. 5500 and 4000 BCE. 

Shang Dynasty The Shang dynasty (Chinese: 商 朝 ; pinyin: Shāng cháo) or Yin dynasty (Chinese: 殷 代 ; pinyin: Yīn dài), 

according to traditional historiography, ruled in the Yellow River valley in the second millennium BC. 1600 – 
1046bc 

Stuarts The House of Stewart (latterly gallicised to Stuart), is a European royal house. Founded by Robert II of 

Scotland, the Stewarts first became monarchs of the Kingdom of Scotland during the late 14th century, and 

subsequently held the position of the Kings of England, Ireland, and Great Britain. Ruled England 1371 until  

1603. 

source A source is anything that has been left behind by the past. It might be a document, but it might alternatively 

be a building or a picture or a piece of ephemera – a train ticket perhaps or a plastic cup. They are called 

'sources' because they provide us with information which can add to the sum of our knowledge of the past.  

Sources only become historical evidence, however, when they are used by a historian to make a point.  

Tudors The Tudor dynasty or House of Tudor was a royal house of Welsh origin,[1] descended from Rhys ap Tewdwr, 

the last "king of the Britons," which ruled the Kingdom of England and its realms, including their ancestral 

Wales and the Lordship of Ireland, later the Kingdom of Ireland, from 1485 until 1603. 

time period An amount of time. 

Tim Berners-Lee Sir Timothy John "Tim" Berners-Lee, (born 8 June 1955), also known as "TimBL", is a British computer 

scientist, best known as the inventor of the World Wide Web. 

Vikings The Vikings came from three countries of Scandinavia: Denmark, Norway and Sweden. The name 'Viking' 

comes from a language called 'Old Norse' and means 'a pirate raid'. People who went off raiding in ships were 

said to be 'going Viking'. The Viking age in European history was about AD 700 to 1100. During this period 

many Vikings left Scandinavia and travelled to other countries, such as Britain and Ireland. Some went to fight 

and steal treasure. Others settled in new lands as farmers, craftsmen or traders. 

Victorian Britain Victorian Britain refers to the time period when Queen Victoria was Britain's queen from 1837 until 1901.  

William Caxton William Caxton (c. 1415 – c. March 1492) was an English merchant, diplomat, writer and printer. He is thought 

to be the first English person to work as a printer and the first to introduce a printing press into England,   

which he did in 1476. He was also the first English retailer of printed books (his London contemporaries in the 

same trade were all Flemish, German or French). 
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All the Kings and Queens of England 
 

 
King Offa ( 757 - 796 ) 

 

King Egbert ( 802 - 839 ) 
 

King Aethelwulf ( 839 - 856 ) 
 

King Aethelbald ( 856 - 860 ) 
 

King Aethelbert ( 860 - 866 ) 
 

King Aethelred I ( 866 - 871 ) 
 

King Alfred the Great ( 871 - 899 ) 
 

King Edward The Elder ( 899 - 924 ) 
 

King Athelstan ( 924 - 940 ) 
 

King Edmund ( 940 - 946 ) 
 

King Edred ( 946 - 955 ) 
 

King Edwy (Eadwig) ( 955 - 959 ) 
 

King Edgar ( 959 - 975 ) 
 

King Edward The Martyr ( 975 - 978 ) 
 

King Aethelred II The Unready ( 978 - 1016 ) 
 

King Edmund II lronside ( 1016 ) 
 

King Cnut (Canute) ( 1016 - 1035 ) 
 

King Harold I Harefoot ( 1035 - 1040 ) 
 

King Harthacnut ( 1040 - 1042 ) 
 

King Edward The Confessor ( 1042 - 1066 ) 
 

King Harold II ( 1066 ) 
 

King William I The Conqueror ( 1066 - 1087 ) 
 

King William II Rufus ( 1087 - 1100 ) 
 

King Henry I ( 1100 - 1135 ) 
 

King Stephen ( 1135 - 1154 ) 
 

King Henry II ( 1154 - 1189 ) 
 

King Richard I The Lion Heart ( 1189 - 1199 ) 
 

King John ( 1199 - 1216 ) 
 

King Henry III ( 1216 - 1272 ) 
 

King Edward I Longshanks ( 1272 - 1307 ) 
 

King Edward II ( 1307 - 1327 ) 
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All the Kings and Queens of England 
 

King Edward III ( 1327 - 1377 ) 
 

King Richard II ( 1377 - 1399 ) 
 

King Henry IV ( 1399 - 1413 ) 
 

King Henry V ( 1413 - 1422 ) 
 

King Henry VI ( 1422 - 1461 ) 
 

King Edward IV ( 1461 - 1483 ) 
 

King Edward V ( 1483 ) 
 

King Richard III ( 1483 - 1485 ) 
 

King Henry VII ( 1485 - 1509 ) 
 

King Henry VIII ( 1509 - 1547 ) 
 

King Edward VI ( 1547 - 1553 ) 
 

Queen Mary I ( 1553 - 1558 ) 
 

Elizabeth I ( 1558 - 1603 ) 
 

King James I ( 1603 - 1625 ) 
 

King Charles I ( 1625 - 1649 ) 
 

King Charles II ( 1660 - 1685 ) 
 

King James II ( 1685 - 1688 ) 
 

King William III and Queen Mary II ( 1689 - 1702 ) 
 

Queen Anne ( 1702 - 1714 ) 
 

King George I ( 1714 - 1727 ) 
 

King George II ( 1727 - 1760 ) 
 

King George III ( 1760 - 1820 ) 
 

King George IV ( 1820 - 1830 ) 
 

King William IV ( 1830 - 1837 ) 
 

Queen Victoria ( 1837 - 1901 ) 
 

King Edward VII ( 1901 - 1910 ) 
 

King George V ( 1910 - 1936 ) 
 

King Edward VIII ( 1936 ) 
 

King George VI ( 1936 - 1952 ) 
 

Queen Elizabeth II ( 1952 - ) 
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Biome: a major ecological community, extending over a large 

area and usually characterized by dominant vegetation. 

City: any large town or populous place. 

Climate: the long-term prevalent weather conditions of an 

area, determined by latitude, position relative to oceans or 

continents, altitude. 

Coast: the line or zone where the land meets the sea or 

some other large expanse of water. 

Continent: one of the earth's large land masses (Asia, 

Australia, Africa, Europe, North and South America, and 
Antarctica). 

Country: a territory distinguished by its people, culture, 

language, geography. 

Earthquake: a sudden release of energy in the earth's crust 

or upper mantle, usually caused by movement along a fault 

plane or by volcanic activity and resulting in the generation 
of seismic waves which can be destructive. 

Environment: external conditions or surroundings. 

Fieldwork: work done in the field, as research, exploration, 

surveying, or interviewing. 

Grid Reference: method of locating a point on a map or plan 

by a number referring to the lines of a grid drawn upon the 

map or plan and to subdivisions of the space between the 
lines. 

Human Geography: the study of the interaction between 

human beings and their environment in particular places and 

across spatial areas. 

Infertile: Poor soil or land in which crops won’t grow well. 

Interconnected: to connect with one another. 

Interdependent: relating to two or more people or things 

dependent on each other. 

Isolated: Difficult to reach. Far from other places. 

Landscape: The scenery. What the land looks like. 

Latitude: an angular distance in degrees north or south of 

the equator (latitude 0°), equal to the angle subtended at the 

centre of the globe by the meridian between the equator 
and the point in question. 

Less Developed: A poorer area where there are less 

communications, services and where people have lower 

living standards. 

Limestone: A pale coloured rock which is permeable and 

stores water. 

Location: Where a place is. 

Longitude: distance in degrees east or west of the prime 

meridian at 0° measured by the angle between the plane of 

the prime meridian and that of the meridian through the 

point in question, or by the corresponding time difference. 

Meander: A bend in a river. 

Mediterranean Climate: Places which have hot, dry summers 

and mild, wet winters. 

Migration: The movement of people from one place to 

another to live or work. 

Mining: The extraction or digging out of minerals from deep 
 

under the ground e.g. iron ore, coal. 

Mouth: The end of a river where it flows into the sea. 

Natural Harbour: A safe place for ships where the shape of 

the coastline provides shelter from the wind and waves. 

Natural Resources: Raw materials which are obtained from 

the environment e.g. water, coal or fertile soil. 

Non –renewable Resources: Resources that can only be used 
once e.g. coal, oil. 

Ocean: a very large stretch of sea, esp one of the five oceans 

of the world, the Atlantic, Pacific, Indian, Arctic, and 

Antarctic. 

Ordnance Survey: The official government organisation for 

producing maps of the UK. 

Peak: The top or summit of a hill or mountain. 

Peninsula: A narrow piece of land jutting out into the sea. 

Physical Features: These are the result of natural forces 

which shape the earth and affect the atmosphere. 

Plan: A detailed map of a small area. 

Plain: A low flat area. 

Plateau: A high flat area. 

Political Map: A map which shows countries their borders 

and main cities. 

Pollution: Noise, dirt and other harmful substances produced 

by people and machines, which spoil an area. 

Population: The number of people in an area. 

Population Density: 

Port: A place used by ships to load and unload people and 
goods. 

Position: Where a place is. 

Poverty: This is where people are poor, have no savings, own 

very little and often have low living standards. 

Prosperous: This is where people are rich and well-off. 

Quarry: Where rock is cut from the surface of the land. 

Raw Materials: Natural resources which are used to make 

things. 

Recycling: Turning waste into something which is usable 

again. 

Redevelop: To knock everything down and start all over 

again. 

Region: an area considered as a unit for geographical, 

functional, social or cultural reasons. 

Reservoir: A human made lake which is used to store water 
supplies, often behind a dam. 

Residential: A housing area where people live. 

Resources: Things which can be useful to people. They may 

be natural like coal and iron ore, or of other value like money 

and skilled workers. 

Rural: Countryside. 

Scenery: The appearance or view across the natural 
landscape. 

Scenic: Attractive and interesting view of the landscape. 

Seasonal: relating to, or occurring at a certain season or 

certain seasons of the year. 

Settlement: Where people choose to live. 

Silt: Soil left behind after a river floods. 

Slope: This is the angle at which the land is tilted. Slopes can 
be gentle or steep. 
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Soil Erosion: The removal of soil by wind or water. 

Source: The beginning of a river in the mountains. 

Suburb: An area of housing around the edge of a city. 

Topographical: the study or detailed description of the 

surface features of a region. 

Tourist Attraction: A place where people travel for interest 
and pleasure. 

Town: a densely populated urban area, typically smaller than 

a city and larger than a village, having some local powers of 

government and a fixed boundary. 

Trade: The exchange of goods or services. 

Transport: Ways of moving people and goods from one place 

to another. 

Tributary: A small river which flows into the main river. 

Urban: Large area of houses, factories etc. 

Valley: An area of lowland with slopes either side. A river 

flows along the lowest part. 

Vegetation: All kinds of plants including shrubs and trees. 

Village: a small group of houses in a country area, larger than 
a hamlet. 

Volcano: A cone-shaped mountain made up from lava and 

ash. 

Water Cycle: hydrologic cycle the circulation of the earth's 

water, in which water evaporates from the sea into the 

atmosphere, where it condenses and falls as rain or snow, 

returning to the sea by rivers or returning to the atmosphere 

by evapotranspiration. 

Weather: the day-to-day meteorological conditions, 

temperature, cloudiness, and rainfall, affecting a specific 

place. 

Wildlife Habitats: The homes of plant and animals. 
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Countries and their Capitals 
 

AFRICA ASIA (and the Middle East) EUROPE 

Algeria, Algiers Afghanistan, Kabul Albania, Tirana 

Angola, Luanda Armenia, Yerevan Andorra, Andorra la Vella 

Benin, Porto-Novo (official capital); Cotonou (seat of Azerbaijan, Baku (Baki) Austria, Vienna 

government) Bangladesh, Dhaka Belarus, Minsk 

Botswana, Gaborone Bhutan, Thimphu Belgium, Brussels 

Burkina Faso, Ouagadougou Brunei, Bandar Seri Begawan Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Burundi, Bujumbura Burma, Rangoon (Yangon) Sarajevo 

Cameroon, Yaounde Bahrain, Manama Bulgaria, Sofia 

Cape Verde, Praia Cambodia, Phnom Penh Croatia, Zagreb 

Central African Republic, Bangui China, Beijing Cyprus, Nicosia 

Chad, N'Djamena East Timor, Dili Czech Republic, Prague 

Comoros, Moroni Gaza Strip, none Denmark, Copenhagen 

Congo, Democratic Republic of the, Kinshasa Georgia, T'bilisi Estonia, Tallinn 

Congo, Republic of the, Brazzaville Hong Kong, Hong Kong Finland, Helsinki 

Cote d'Ivoire, Yamoussoukro India, New Delhi France, Paris 

Djibouti, Djibouti Indonesia, Jakarta Germany, Berlin 

Egypt, Cairo Iran, Tehran Greece, Athens 

Equatorial Guinea, Malabo Iraq, Baghdad Holy See (Vatican City), 

Eritrea, Asmara (formerly Asmera) Israel, Jerusalem Vatican City 

Ethiopia, Addis Ababa Japan, Tokyo Hungary, Budapest 

Gabon, Libreville Jordan, Amman Iceland, Reykjavik 

Gambia, The, Banjul Kazakhstan, Astana Ireland, Dublin 

Ghana, Accra Korea, North, P'yongyang Italy, Rome 

Guinea, Conakry Korea, South, Seoul Latvia, Riga 

Guinea-Bissau, Bissau Kuwait, Kuwait Lebanon, Beirut 

Kenya, Nairobi Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek Latvia, Riga 

Lesotho, Maseru Laos, Vientiane Liechtenstein, Vaduz 

Liberia, Monrovia Macau, Macau Lithuania, Vilnius 

Libya, Tripoli Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur Luxembourg, Luxembourg 

Madagascar, Antananarivo Maldives, Male Macedonia, The Former 

Malawi, Lilongwe Mongolia, Ulaanbaatar Yugoslav Republic of, Skopje 

Mali, Bamako Nepal, Kathmandu Malta, Valletta 

Mauritania, Nouakchott Oman, Muscat Moldova, Chisinau 

Mauritius, Port Louis Pakistan, Islamabad Monaco, Monaco 

Morocco, Rabat Papua New Guinea, Port Netherlands, Amsterdam, 

Mozambique, Maputo Moresby The Hague (seat of 

Namibia, Windhoek Philippines, Manila government) 

Niger, Niamey Russia, Moscow Norway, Oslo 

Nigeria, Abuja Saudi Arabia, Riyadh Poland, Warsaw 

Rwanda, Kigali Singapore, Singapore Portugal, Lisbon 

Sao Tome and Principe, Sao Tome Sri Lanka, Colombo Romania, Bucharest 

Senegal, Dakar Syria, Damascus Russia, Moscow 

Seychelles, Victoria Taiwan, Taipei San Marino, San Marino 

Sierra Leone, Freetown Tajikistan, Dushanbe Serbia and Montenegro, 

Somalia, Mogadishu Thailand, Bangkok Belgrade 

South Africa, Pretoria, Cape Town Turkey, Ankara Slovakia, Bratislava 

Sudan, Khartoum Turkmenistan, Ashgabat Slovenia, Ljubljana 

Swaziland, MbabaneTanzania, Dar es Salaam United Arab Emirates, Abu Dhabi Spain, Madrid 

Togo, Lome Uzbekistan, Tashkent Sweden, Stockholm 

Tunisia, Tunis Vietnam, Hanoi Switzerland, Bern 

Uganda, Kampala Yemen, Sanaa Turkey, Ankara 

Western Sahara, no capital  Ukraine, Kiev (Kyyiv) 

Zambia, Lusaka  United Kingdom, London 

Zimbabwe, Harare   
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AUSTRALIA NORTH AND CENTRAL SOUTH AMERICA 

Australia, Canberra AMERICA (Including the Argentina, Buenos Aires 

Cook Islands, Avarua Caribbean) Bolivia, La Paz (seat of 

Fiji, Suva Antigua and Barbuda, Saint government); Sucre (legal 

Kiribati, Tarawa John's capital and seat of the 

Marshall Islands, Majuro Bahamas, The Nassau judiciary) 

Micronesia, Federated States of, Palikir Barbados, Bridgetown Brazil, Brasilia 

Nauru, Yaren District (unofficial) Belize, Belmopan Chile, Santiago 

New Zealand, Wellington Canada, Ottawa Colombia, Bogota 

Niue, Alofi Cuba, Havana Ecuador, Quito 

Palau, Koror Costa Rica, San Jose El Salvador, San Salvador 

Samoa, Apia Dominica, Roseau Guatemala, Guatemala 

Solomon Islands, Honiara Dominican Republic, Santo French Guiana, Cayenne 

Tonga, Nuku'alofa Domingo Guyana, Georgetown 

Tuvalu, Fongafale Grenada, Saint George's Paraguay, Asuncion 

Vanuatu, Port-Vila Haiti, Port-au-Prince Peru, Lima 
 Honduras, Tegucigalpa Suriname, Paramaribo 
 Jamaica, Kingston Uruguay, Montevideo 

 Mexico, Mexico (Distrito Venezuela, Caracas 
 Federal)  

 Nicaragua, Managua  

 Panama, Panama City  

 Saint Kitts and Nevis,  

 Basseterre  

 Saint Lucia, Castries  

 Saint Vincent and the  

 Grenadines, Kingstown  

 Trinidad and Tobago, Port-of-  

 Spain  

 United States of America,  

 Washington, D.C.  
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Mountains, Rivers and Deserts of the World 
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Mountains, Rivers and Deserts of the World 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Latitude 

 

When looking at a map, latitude lines run horizontally. Latitude lines are also known as 

parallels since they are parallel and are an equal distant from each other. Each degree 

of latitude is approximately 69 miles (111 km) apart; there is a variation due to the fact 

that the earth is not a perfect sphere but an oblate ellipsoid (slightly egg-shaped). To 

remember latitude, imagine them as the horizontal rungs of a ladder ("ladder-tude"). 

Degrees latitude are numbered from 0° to 90° north and south. Zero degrees is the 

equator, the imaginary line which divides our planet into the northern and southern 

hemispheres. 90° north is the North Pole and 90° south is the South Pole. 

 
Longitude 

 

The vertical longitude lines are also known as meridians. They converge at the poles 

and are widest at the equator (about 69 miles or 111 km apart). Zero degrees 

longitude is located at Greenwich, England (0°). The degrees continue 180° east and 

180° west where they meet and form the International Date Line in the Pacific Ocean. 

Greenwich, the site of the British Royal Greenwich Observatory, was established as the 

site of the prime meridian by an international conference in 1884. 

 

Southern Hemisphere 

Northern Hemisphere 


