
Year 5—Autumn Term Newsletter 

Must bring to school every day: 

 Reading folder 

 Home learning diary 

 School bag 

 PE Kit (Monday and Friday) 
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Vikings! 

Understanding Physical Health 

This term, Year 5 children will receive two hour long PE sessions each 

week. They will be focusing on developing their skills in gymnastics 

and netball.  

Science and Technological Understanding 

In science we will be designing and building Viking ships! These ships will 

have to be buoyant, insulated, tough and sturdy. Children will carry out ex-

periments with conductivity, hardness, buoyancy, friction to choose the best 

model for their boat. This work will link with DT. Later in the term, they will 

also have the chance to visit the CLC for their computer learning. This will be 

linked to their topic learning for the term. 

Mathematical Understanding 

Now that children have spent most of the first term securing their place value and num-
ber sense, we will be moving on to multiplication and division as well as revisiting perime-
ter and introducing reflection and translation.  
By using their PSCD traits and BLP muscles, children gain confidence and learn to wel-
come mistakes as a way to master each area before moving on and every day there are a 
range of contexts and challenges available. We will continue to be doing daily Rockstar 
Maths as it is essential that children are confident with all of their times tables. However, 
children may also take home paper Rockstar homework if they wish. 

Erik The Viking 

Our class text is The Sagas of Erik the Viking, which follows the 

adventures of a group of Vikings as they attempt to find the place 

where the Sun goes at night. We will be revisiting our understand-

ing of why we have day and night while we read this book. 

Personally, Social, Character Development  

Our focus traits for this term are: Honesty, Creativity, Kindness, Communication, Zest, Curiosity and 

Gratefulness. Please ask your children about them! There will be lots of links to e-safety for example in 

terms of copying things from others, knowing who to share information with and how to find out infor-

mation accurately and safely. HRE will focus on how to create and maintain respectful relationships and 

how to keep a healthy mind including limiting screen time and knowing who to speak to if something 

goes wrong. 

Understanding English, Communication & Language 

Linked to our topic, our primary written outcome this term will be a portal story. Through 
our two texts we will be looking at techniques to build this, as well as how to improve our 
description and dialogue writing. In addition, children will be writing a diary entry, an 
explanation text and a persuasive piece.  
In order to produce excellent writing we will be doing lots of speaking and listening in the 
build-up, including debates and role play to improve the vocabulary children are using. 
We will continue to be doing lots of small group, whole class and 1:1 reading to ensure 
that children are able to read fluently and with expression, as well as practising their 
retrieval and inference skills. 

Understanding the Arts 

During this term, linked to their topic, children will be designing 

and building their own boats using what they have learnt in sci-

ence sessions. They will also be looking at and listening to a differ-

ent musician every week covering a range of genres. In addition to 

this, we are very lucky to have a music workshop every Friday with 

a teacher from Lambeth Academy. 

History, Geography & Social         Understanding 

The primary focus this term will be on history: looking at where the Viking invasion and 

settlement of Britain fits in our timeline. We will be looking at key vocabulary (invader, 

settler, battle, history, timeline, era, age, technology, discovery). We will also be look-

ing at how and why the Vikings came to the United Kingdom with reference to climate 

and geographic location In Spanish our unit is ‘Mi Clase’ where children will learn 

classroom vocabulary.  


